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Common characters on Satsuma pottery:

Imperial Mon

The Japanese Imperial Seal is a mon or seal used by men
of the Japaneseariperial Family. The seal also serves as a
national symbol of Japan.

The seal represents a yellow / orange chrysanthemum, wit
mostly black edges. Under the Meiji constitution, the use o
the seal was only reserved for the emperor himself. That ig
why othermembers of the family often used slightly modifig
versions of the seal, with a different number of leaves. This
variation can still be seen today. The emperor himself uses
seal of a chrysanthemum with sixteen leaves in the
foreground and another 16 bafd it. Other members of the
Imperial family usually use a seal with alédf
chrysanthemum on it. The chrysanthemum is common on
Satsuma, with 16 petals rare.

{ Imperial crest on a vase by Tokozan

Shimazu Mon

D b

A clear example of the Shimazu m(
as a decorative element without an
relation to Satsuma is this mark:

Dy o

NipponYokohamaYasui zo

The Shimazu mon:
SHIMAZU is the name of the clan, family that ruled the
Satsuma provincandthe family crest, the Monisa adoss
with acircle.The weapon is almost always, not always, pla
above the whole. Ryozan, for example, places it under the
cartouche.Permisson to se thefamily crest of the Shimazu
family on pottery, was a form of appreciation and
encouragement that the Daimyo could attribute to the potte
andfor pieces that he liked very well. This weapon is then
always painted in (gosu) blue. After the shogunate
disintegrated and, consequentlgp relation exist anylonger
between he production of potteryandthe daimyo, the
weapon was frequently used asimademarl€, regardless of
its origin and merely as an indication that it issatsuma

like¢ product. A weapn that is depicted in black, gold or red
therefore haso relationship with the Shimazu family and
always dates from a period after Edeuthentic relationship
with the Shimazu clan is always in gddue, not inother
colours, includingobalt blueandii Qa | £ f 61 & &
Meiji-period.

Geographic references

Dai Nippon (geat Japai
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The
characterdn theleft columnread Dai Ni Hon, but Dai Nippo



http://1.bp.blogspot.com/-Ew-q467-dZs/VOI_ZI2J7hI/AAAAAAAADiE/easiesliZUY/s1600/sanbonzan_satsuma.jpg

is the correcipronunciation It isquestionablethat the
designation Dai Nippon (large Japan) would be a good
indication that it concerns Satsuma work from the Meji
period (18681912)asa representation of themerging
nationalism of that timeDai Nipporcanalsobe found on
much later worklt isusuallywritten as first, so can bund
in the right column Sometimes iis placed above theest of
the markandandwritten from right to left, incidentally als
from left to right.

Kunig
(country / region / province in
combination with geographical
indication, eg Satsuma Kuni or Dai
Nippon Kuni)

Satsuma

Satsumayaki (Satsuawaar)
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Satsuma Satsuma Satsuma yaki (second

character is abbreviated)
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Satsuma in hiragana

Kyoto

&89 Kyoto Unzan
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Yokohama

o
A

Nippon Yokohama Imamura Zo

Kutanig

Dai Nippon Kutani zo

Tokyo

Dai Nippon, Tokyo / Matswa Yuzan zo

Makers designation

Sometimes there is also a character under the actual n@kg¢
name, Sei, Zo or Tsukurohe translated asémade by, the
last character of theomplete signatureHowever, this is not
part of the name, but oe must be able to recognize it.

or Zois the mostfrequent of these characters

¢ Sei Made /
cZo manufactured /
-Sei Zo produced /
-Ko created
-Sa/ Saku /
Tsukuru
Soesei Ancestraftraditio

(  short form | nalmade
of )

- kore sei | after the name of
the painter,
which means
Opainter made
thisgé

Ariyama sei zo
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Satsuma; Gessan sa/ tsuku‘kn




- oite Marking after
-Seig- ¢Za
meaning made by
/ made in

- Hitsu Drawn by

¢ Ga, Painted/ Painted

{ ¢no Ga by
¢ Byoga | Painting /Painted

-Byo by
(Byo and Ga both
mean painting/
sketch/ drawing )
R full

Kin espectfully

Sei

madeby ...

Kutani - DaiNippon
Haruyama/Seizan Do  Sei
(Made by Haruzan Trading Firm )

C
(= Kutani Great Japaiq

= (Dai Nihon [ KI 2K n
Satsuma zo Haruzan ga 0® dal RS
WELIFY o&FKNEI&EKGAdZYFS tFAYQ

NipponKyoto, TaizaKin Sei

Producton / trad

ingplace

Different terms are used to identify thdifferent production
location

Gama or Kama
(pottery/kiln
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~7 Seizan gama
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Makuzu Gama Hozan sei

Shoten ghop



http://gotheborg.com/marks/bild/727_fullsize.jpg

Do (firma/
tradinghousé

Kutani - Dai Nippon ¢Seizan Do
Sei (= Kutani Great Japai (Made by Seizan Tradjn
Firm)

Tei (housg

Ken (fatory)

Bisho-ken

Sha ¢ompany

En @arden

Kikko-En

Numbering

7—5:_— left

75

right

left / right + number
Left right indication is found with sets of multiple items,
usually vases, and indicates what @atchas in the relevant
set. It is separate from the signature, usually at the bottom
edge.

numbers

1 Ichi

2 Ni

3 San

4 Shi(butalso: Yon = 4th)
5Go

6 Roku

7 Shichi

8 Hachi

9 Ku (kyu)




10Ju
100Hyaku 1.000Sen 10.000Man.

53 =d Go-ju-san
476is yon-hyakushichiju-roku
20.000is ni-man

Numbers are sometimes found on the bottom or back of af
item, usuallywritten roughly, and can indicat¢he place in
the row, but high numbers also indicate the number
produced or an order number.
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Stamped in red upon the same makinmone. Ax-ser Ovsu-
50 Sutte-ke o Hicut-suo, Koy, Hicki-she, Koji, an ofd man
of forly-nine, in the Zodtac yeer of e Have, of b peried of
Anset, 1854 to 1860 a.n.  Hichi-sho, who died about 1858, was
the greatest master. in- modern times, of the art of writing ;
the title of Koji is one which is assumed by scholars,

\ s = e
unidentified inscription on an unmarked vase

zarlyama

The number of names that end with is so large that a split
is useful. One then gets two groups with signatures that cq
be further compared. The first group has a nhame ending w
zan, so with , for instance Kozanthe second group does
not have this character, for example tfmda. The
identification of the character has the additional
advantage that it also gives direction in a composite
signature.

Western texts and Marks on Satsuma

The lettersdCP@ stand for Central Purchasing @#. The
mark indicates the vase was sold at a U.S. military base in
Occupied Japan shortly after World War Il ended.




Immediately after the war, supplies of metal and other raw
materials were limited. Manufacturers applied to the CPO {
get the materialshey needed to make goods that were
either sold at the base or exported.

In general textslike handmade or Satsuma in Latin alfabet,
are a strong indication that it is from later date, Showa and
postwar. Exception is the Royal Satsuma Nippon mark wh
dates from the Meiji perioduntil probably 1917. After this
the name Nippon was not accepted anymore by the U.S. g
Japanese exportware had tot be marked with Jafzoyal
Satsuma Nippon should not be confusedth Royal Stsuma,

a Chinese mar#tatingfrom the late 20th centuy up until
presentdays mostly bad imitations of Satuma

Chinese imitations, modern ware




Group 1: Signatur e with

SIGNATRE

VARIAIONS AND REMARKS

A

AKIYAMA

]

' ‘ GEiraku za; Akiyama zo
Akiyama Meiji-Taishgperiod

Yabu Akiyama werd in 1853 in Osaka geboren als de tweede zoon van de schilg
Yabu Choei. Hij ging naar Tokio in 1873 om aardewerk te studeipwerkt voor de
decoratiewerkpaats Tokuben, die gespecialiseerd was in Tokyo Satsuma.

ARIYAMA

B

BAIZAN

”‘g

BANKOZAN
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Satsuma Koku, Hos#i, Bankozan
Bankozarproduced hlgh qualltyworkc Meiji period




BANZANM

Banyama

et T

Loy
also read as Hanzan
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Also read as Banzan, certainly not the same maker
BanzanrMeiji period

BEIZAN

BENZAM
Beniyama
/

Also producing Kutanware and a potteryname is also read as Miyama
village near Kyoto)

Bizan, Taisho period (191326)

Severalartists with the nameBizans were active, for example Yoshiyama or Shimiz
Bizan.

S This Bizan was active in Taisho period



http://gotheborg.com/marks/bild/1331_fullsize.jpg
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L i Another Bizan probably working in Meiji period, although the
mark says Nippon and not Dai Nippon.

BUNZAN a
w lg Bunzan zq Meiji period

BUZAN

) /L
r Buzan Sau

Buzan Meiji period

Note: not Buzan Fukushimapastwar Kutani artist.

C

CHIKINZAN

Chikinzan , Showa 1, ca. 1930

CHIN JUKAN. | See JUKAN for Chin Jukan signatures.




CHIKUZAN

CHINZAN
/

Chikuzarzo, Meiji period

CHIZAN

CHOSHUZAN

Choshu

(without )

written from left to rightin rows Closhu
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Do Sei [/ Made by trading house Choshu (zan)

Shogetsu for Choshuzan

Dai NipponChoshuzanSatsuma, Jitsu Sei, , Kagetsu Ga
Pt [ 4 H Nippon Koku San
& K Tenpo Roku-nen

i g M{i Choshuzan

th Satsuma Yaki
) Bt Chozan Zo Kore

Chozan for Choshuzany R & I LJ2afeN&85 JRenpo Rokenen =183%
Choshuzan pottery / workshopasactive in Kyoto late Meiji period. Choshuzan is
often found onddragonwaré, and often with additions such a&espectfully made
or together withthe decoration painter, in this case with Chozan, Kagetsu and
Shogetsu.

CHOKUZAN

Chokuzan is potters brand, often accompanied by the signature of the decorator,
this case with Kinkozan.

Meijiperiod

CHOZAN

Late Meiji - Taishoperiod




CHOZAN

Asayama
/
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Nippon koku san,Tenpo Rcken, Choshuzan,
Sasuma yaki, Chozan zo kore

Satsuma , Chozan zo ,
Choshuzan ga kore

Also signed with

Chozan decorator, also collaborated with others, for example Cholarzhn
Choshuzarpottery.

Meiji -Taishoperiod

CHUSN/
NAKAMURA
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Chusm zo/ Meiji period

D?H‘

DAIKICHI

Daikichi, Taisho period




Daikichi gama (company. Modern ware)

DAIKOZAN
Daikozarg, Meiji-Taisheriod
DAIZAN
Daizan Meiji periode
DAIZAN
(Kutani)
Daizan (Kutani)

DAKUZAN

Dakuzarg, Late MeijiTaisho period
DOZAN




