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The Presidents Report Buy, Swap, Sell

Hi everyone,

Just a reminder that Cherry Festival entries are due in on the 21st
October.

A week and a half to go so still time to go out and get photos and get
them in.

Please make sure to read the conditions of entry.

Entries can be left at: Young Camera Club room ((CampbellSt, behind
Museum) on Saturday & Sunday 15th/16th October 10.00am  8.00pm
or Wednesday 12th October 7.00pm -9.00pm

Opening night is Friday 25th November 8.00pm. (Doors open at
7.30pm).

Exhibition is open from Saturday 25th November to Sunday 4th
December. 10amii 4.00pm daily.

We will be needing people to man the exhibition daily.

Cheers Susie McDonell

President of Young Camera Club

| purchased a 'miggo’ strap &
wrap awhile back for my camera
but found it isn't suitable for my
needs. It carries & protects your
DSLR camera. It is a strap that
morphs into a protective case. It
black/blue in colour & has 2 yeal
warranty.

| paid $39.95 for it (originally
priced at $79.95). It has never
been used, only tried on my cam
era once. Would anyone be inte

ested (or know of someone intert

ested) in purchasing it from me
please?

Please email me if interested:
myhill.maree@gmail.com
6382 3640.
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Sigma lens with a Canon mount
150 mm/ 500mmlt hasn't been
used much. Probably no more
than 10 times. It is too heavy for
me to cart around as you need &
heavy tripod to hold it so that is
why I'm selling itl will take$500
cost me$1200

Julie Grattan

OFFICE BEARERS

President: Susie McDonell

Vice President: Terry McDonell
Secretary: John Van Rijswijk
Treasurer: John Van Rijswijk
Publicity: Brian James

Events Organiser: Trevor Faulkes
Shutterbug: Gail Douglas

Public Officer: John Van Rijswijk
Supper: Michael & Marg Rhodes
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September ResultsCamera Club Comp 2016
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1stg Michael & Margaret Rhodes had success at Bribbaree Sho
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B Grade: SUBJECT (Animals)
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B GRADE: OPEN
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Marg won a special
award with
Crackenback Farm.

News
Next months competition is birds. That should be a challenge.

Cherry Festival entries due in by the 21st October.

1 VALE

It is with much sadness that a past member of Young Camera Club, Kay Hoskins has recently passed away, aged
Kay was a keen member of our club for several years. Kay will be remembered for her gentle nature, beautiful smile
derful photographic skills and the fun times we all had together.

Deepest sympathy to her family and friends.

1 Richard Taubman has asked if any of the 'older' YCC members who went on an excursion out to their place a
Murringo quite a few years back, would have photos of their little fox terrier called Poppy please, as she has recentl
passed away. Members took photos of her, including on the motorbike.

| think the Sydney crew may have been with us for the day. We started off at 'Sharon Valley' where Richard & Leah
packing up to move house. Leah's father was there, a wonderful photographic subject (he was a returned man, a R
Tobruk). Richard demonstrated how to plait leather & cracked his big whip. We then went in utes up in the hills & al
the flats road, & photographed windmills, bulls etc before going back to the homestead, 'Spring Valley' for afternoon
with them.

If anyone has photos of Poppy the little dog, they would be very grateful to receive them please. Richard & Leah's n
iS 6384 6292.
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1. You Dondédt Need Expensive Lenses for

A great bird photograph does need several factors such as:

10 Incredible Bird Photography Tips for Beginners
Great Bi

9 Quality and Direction of the light

9 Composition

 Knowledge about the bird and its activities

i Background

T Knowledge about the gear you are using

9 Proper Settings

9 Proper Exposure

T Your position

i 3+ 1 Ps (Patience, Perseverance, Practice + Passion)

You see, it takes a lot more to become a good bird photographer. A decer@ APBX format camera body with telephot
lens of up to 300mm is more than sufficient to really get great bird photographs.

that the longer the lens, the easier it is to photograph birds which are skittish. But, the lens itself cannot make adjreat
photograph.

But, if you do not have a longer telephoto lens, nothing stops you from taking a great photograph of birds like Mallard
ducks, geese, gulls, and herons that are easily approacHaptai cannot take a closgp of a Bald Eagle, nothing stops yo
from taking a unique photograph of a Bald Eagle in its habitat.

It is important to realize that bird photography is much more than just the camera or the lens. There is no denial df th
Everything boils down to how you view the situationL & (G KS 3IfFaa KFfF SyLiie 2N KI

2. Light and Composition
Photography is all about light. Light has few characteristics that will make a photograph wonderful.

Early morning and late afternoon light is usually the best time for bird photography. The light during these times ssaso0
bonus, the birds are very active as well.

Soft light has some wonderful characteristics like:

9 It does not cast harsh shadows on the bird
T LG ONAyYy3Ia 2dzi || 3Ft2¢6 G2 GKS 0ANRQ&A LX dzyYl 3§
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Composing a bird photograph helps you to convey your message in the best possitiBerd/@hotography composition is |
generally very simple. Following a few basic composition principles will help you make a difference:

9 Use rule of thirds composition to place the bird-oéntre

1 Use color contrast by aiming for complementary background
i Fill the frame with the bird

Use a clean background

-



10 Incredible Bird Photography Tips for Beginners (Cont)
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then you need to get down to their level!
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Always try to photograph the birds from their eye level, except the birds in flight of course. It has greater benefitd that
2OSNBKFR2g Fye 2F &2dzNJ O2YLX FAyda tA1S L OFyQli o6SyR

9 You get more intimate photographs of birds since you will get
an eye contact
9 You will get pleasing blur both in the foreground and back
ground
1 You make the bird less scared since you can hardly move
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We tend to make an eye connection with any living being. It is no different with birds. The eyes are the windows to th
If there is no light in the eyes, then they look dull or lifeless. Birds look lively when there is light in their eye.

This light in the eye is called a catch light.

By following few guidelines you can easily get better bird photographs:

T 'foelea 1SSLI GKS 0ANRQa SeS Ay
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5. Fill the Frame

While photographing individual birds, it is always a good idea to fill the
frame with the bird.

Advantages of filling the frame with the bird are:

9 Itis easy to focus on the bird
i Itis easy to achieve a pleasing blur or bokeh effect in the backgrou

9 Itis easy to properly expose for the bird
It is easy to compose in the field

In bird photography, mostly we photograph an individual bird. ‘




@—

—————ﬁ

10 Incredible Bird Photography Tips for Beginners (Cont)

6. Tell a Story

the time of the day, mood, place or activity of the bird in one photograph. Viewers should be able to picture themselv

Storytelling in bird photography should not be confused with the stories that run for pages. Storytelling is a way to ex
the scene.

Simply put, a photograph with bird and its surrounding will give a better sense of story than just the bird filling the fra
Though, it may not always be true.

Here are few tips you can follow while you photograph a bird in its hab
tat:

9 Make the bird an integral part of the photograph by including its natural habitat
9 Show the interaction of birds if there is more than one bird in the photograph

T Indicate the weather conditions by including either snow, rain or mist

1 Take photographs during sunrise and sunset

Show season by including flowers in bloom, autumn colours, or snow

7. Capture their Action and Behaviour

Birds are always in action. They hardly sit idle. Capturing birds in action involves more effort and patience compared

tographing perched birds.
Here are few tips to capturing birds in action:
i Photograph early in the morning or late in the afternoon when birds are very active ‘

i Use burst shot mode to take several photographs during the action
9 Track the bird until focus is locked before pressing the shutter

Learn to anticipate the action either by observing or reading about the

Birds tend to ignore you when they are very hungry. It is very easy to photograph them in action during these times.
care should be taken not to disturb them and maintain considerable distance.

[ FLIidzNAYy3 0ANRQA O0SKF@A2dz2NJ A& YdzOK (2daAKSNI GKFy |ye
are in their sight.

The alert bird is always trying to fly away and rarely will you see its behaviour. You can observe actual behaviows of
when it is comfortable. There are few ways to make the bird comfortable:

i Use a natural place to hide, like a bush or tree or something that obscures you

1 Wait patiently until the bird ignores you
Visit the location several days in a row, until the bird becomes comfortable with your presence or you get the right op
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10 Incredible Bird Photography Tips for Beginners (Cont)

8. Capture their Magnificent Flight

The most interesting part of bird photography is capturing their magnificent flight. This is a very tricky aspect forrbegint
and pros alike. It is not easy to take flight photographs that will wow viewers.

The success with birds in flight photography largely depends on the bird as well as the technique that one employs. S
birds are generally very erratic in their flight and also a bit difficult to track since they are generally too smditamthe
But the larger birds are slightly less swift and are not as difficult to track.

If you want to be successful with flight photography, start with the larger,
slower moving birds. Learn all the field techniques to capture the perfect
photographs of these birds.

Here are simple tips that will help you capture those magnificent flight ph
tographs:

T [ SINY |62dz2i GKS 0ANRQA FfAIKIDG
T Know their landing and taking off patterns
1

If there is more than one bird, it is almost always the case that if one
the rest will follow the suit

9 Track the bird for a while and let the camera achieve focus before pressing the shutter
Use Aperture Priority so that you do not have to worry much about the changing light conditions

9. The Background Makes the Picture

This is one of my favourite topics which | repeat often. What are your thoughts orcthis®the background or the bird
which makes the picture?

Go through all your favourite bird photographs and see it for yourself. Let me know what you think, in the comments b

Except extreme closep portraits of birds, every other type of bird photo-
graph will look great when the background is clean and complementing the
bird.

It is very important to keep a check on the background while taking bird
photographs. Just follow these simple tips:

9 Avoid taking bird photographs when the background is too distracting
9 Avoid taking bird photographs when the background is plain and boring

T Wait for the bird to assume a good position or you change your position
to get an interesting background
Choose maximum aperture values to throw the background completely, or slightly out of focus

10. Practice with Common Birds

| urge you to practice with common birds. You might have understood by now that the techniques are not dependent @
camera, lens or the bird.was using 1:200mm lens for first 4 years. | learned and practiced most of my birding technique
with common birds like seagulls, Mallard ducks, geese and herons.

| spend most of my time photographing these common birds, and | gave myself a challenge to make some unique
photographs of them, that has fuelled my passion so lbpgit more importance on learning and practicing photography,
than whatever gear | possess. | am very glad to say that | learned most of the photography basics here at Digital Phot

School.

| hope my story so far is an inspiration to you to embrace the beauty of these common birds.




