CONTAGIOUS JOY – CHAPTER SEVEN DIGGING DEEPER
Looking into the “before & verses”
in our bible study
1.)2 Corinthians 4:8-10- Present Weakness and Resurrection Life
Therefore, since through God’s mercy we have this ministry, we do not lose
heart. 2 Rather, we have renounced secret and shameful ways; we do not use
deception, nor do we distort the word of God. On the contrary, by setting
forth the truth plainly we commend ourselves to everyone’s conscience in
the sight of God.3 And even if our gospel is veiled, it is veiled to those who
are perishing. 4 The godof this age has blinded the minds of unbelievers, so
that they cannot see the light of the gospel that displays the glory of
Christ, who is the image of God. 5 For what we preach is not ourselves, but
Jesus Christ as Lord, and ourselves as your servants for Jesus’ sake. 6 For
God, who said, “Let light shine out of darkness,”[a]made his light shine in our
hearts to give us the light of the knowledge of God’s glory displayed in the
face of Christ.
But we have this treasure in jars of clay to show that this all-surpassing
power is from God and not from us. 8 We are hard pressed on every side, but
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not crushed; perplexed, but not in despair; 9 persecuted, but not
abandoned; struck down, but not destroyed. 10 We always carry around in our
body the death of Jesus, so that the life of Jesus may also be revealed in our
body. 11 For we who are alive are always being given over to death for Jesus’
sake, so that his life may also be revealed in our mortal body.

2) - 2 Corinthians 7:4-

Present Weakness and Resurrection Life
Therefore, since through God’s mercy we have this ministry, we do not
lose heart. 2 Rather, we have renounced secret and shameful ways; we do
not use deception, nor do we distort the word of God. On the contrary, by
setting forth the truth plainly we commend ourselves to everyone’s
conscience in the sight of God.3 And even if our gospel is veiled, it is veiled to
those who are perishing.

The god of this age has blinded the minds of unbelievers, so that they
cannot see the light of the gospel that displays the glory of Christ, who is the
image of God. 5 For what we preach is not ourselves, but Jesus Christ as
Lord, and ourselves as your servants for Jesus’ sake. 6 For God, who said,
“Let light shine out of darkness,”[a]made his light shine in our hearts to give
us the light of the knowledge of God’s glory displayed in the face of Christ.
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But we have this treasure in jars of clay to show that this all-surpassing
power is from God and not from us. 8 We are hard pressed on every side, but
not crushed; perplexed, but not in despair; 9 persecuted, but not
abandoned; struck down, but not destroyed. 10 We always carry around in our
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body the death of Jesus, so that the life of Jesus may also be revealed in our
body. 11 For we who are alive are always being given over to death for Jesus’
sake, so that his life may also be revealed in our mortal body.

3) -2 Corinthians 6:10As God’s co-workers we urge you not to receive God’s grace in vain. 2 For he
says, “In the time of my favor I heard you, and in the day of salvation I
helped you.”[a]I tell you, now is the time of God’s favor, now is the day of
salvation.

Paul’s Hardships We put no stumbling block in anyone’s
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path, so that our ministry will not be discredited. 4 Rather, as servants of God
we commend ourselves in every way: in great endurance; in troubles,
hardships and distresses; 5 in beatings, imprisonments and riots; in hard
work, sleepless nights and hunger; 6 in purity, understanding, patience and
kindness; in the Holy Spirit and in sincere love; 7 in truthful speech and in the
power of God; with weapons of righteousness in the right hand and in the
left; 8 through glory and dishonor, bad report and good report; genuine, yet
regarded as impostors; 9 known, yet regarded as unknown; dying, and yet
we live on; beaten, and yet not killed; 10 sorrowful, yet always
rejoicing; poor, yet making many rich; having nothing, and yet possessing
everything.11 We have spoken freely to you, Corinthians, and opened wide
our hearts to you.

4) -1 Thessalonians 1:6-To the church of the Thessalonians in God the Father
and the Lord Jesus Christ: Grace and peace to you.

Thanksgiving for the Thessalonians’ Faith
We always thank God for all of you and continually mention you in our
prayers.3 We remember before our God and Father your work produced by
faith, your labor prompted by love, and your endurance inspired by hope in
our Lord Jesus Christ.
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For we know, brothers and sisters[b] loved by God, that he has chosen

you,5 because our gospel came to you not simply with words but also with
power, with the Holy Spirit and deep conviction. You know how we lived
among you for your sake. 6 You became imitators of us and of the Lord, for
you welcomed the message in the midst of severe suffering with the
joy given by the Holy Spirit.7 And so you became a model to all the believers
in Macedonia and Achaia.

5) -Luke 6:23- Jesus

Is Lord of the Sabbath

One Sabbath Jesus was going through the grain fields, and his disciples
began to pick some heads of grain, rub them in their hands and eat the
kernels. 2 Some of the Pharisees asked, “Why are you doing what is unlawful
on the Sabbath?”
Jesus answered them, “Have you never read what David did when he and
his companions were hungry? 4 He entered the house of God, and taking the
consecrated bread, he ate what is lawful only for priests to eat. And he also
gave some to his companions.” 5 Then Jesus said to them, “The Son of Man is
Lord of the Sabbath.”
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On another Sabbath he went into the synagogue and was teaching, and a
man was there whose right hand was shriveled. 7 The Pharisees and the
teachers of the law were looking for a reason to accuse Jesus, so they
watched him closely to see if he would heal on the Sabbath. 8 But Jesus knew
what they were thinking and said to the man with the shriveled hand, “Get
up and stand in front of everyone. “So he got up and stood there.
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Then Jesus said to them, “I ask you, which is lawful on the Sabbath: to do
good or to do evil, to save life or to destroy it?”10 He looked around at them
all, and then said to the man, “Stretch out your hand.” He did so, and his
hand was completely restored. 11 But the Pharisees and the teachers of the
law were furious and began to discuss with one another what they might do
to Jesus.
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The Twelve Apostles
12

One of those days Jesus went out to a mountainside to pray, and spent the

night praying to God. 13 When morning came, he called his disciples to him
and chose twelve of them, whom he also designated apostles: 14 Simon
(whom he named Peter), his brother Andrew, James, John, Philip,
Bartholomew, 15 Matthew, Thomas, James son of Alphaeus, Simon who was
called the Zealot, 16 Judas son of James, and Judas Iscariot, who became a
traitor.

Blessings and Woes
He went down with them and stood on a level place. A large crowd of his
disciples was there and a great number of people from all over Judea, from
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Jerusalem, and from the coastal region around Tyre and Sidon, 18 who had
come to hear him and to be healed of their diseases. Those troubled by
impure spirits were cured, 19 and the people all tried to touch him, because
power was coming from him and healing them all.
Looking at his disciples, he said: “Blessed are you who are poor, for yours
is the kingdom of God.21 Blessed are you who hunger now, for you will be
satisfied. Blessed are you who weep now, for you will laugh.22 Blessed are
you when people hate you, when they exclude you and insult you
and reject your name as evil, because of the Son of Man.23 “Rejoice in that
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day and leap for joy, because great is your reward in heaven. For that is
how their ancestors treated the prophets.24 “But woe to you who are rich,
for you have already received your comfort.

6) -Galatians 5:22-23 - Freedom

in Christ

It is for freedom that Christ has set us free. Stand firm, then, and do not let
yourselves be burdened again by a yoke of slavery.
Mark my words! I, Paul, tell you that if you let yourselves be
circumcised, Christ will be of no value to you at all. 3 Again I declare to every
man who lets himself be circumcised that he is obligated to obey the whole
law. 4 You who are trying to be justified by the law have been alienated from
Christ; you have fallen away from grace. 5 For through the Spirit we eagerly
await by faith the righteousness for which we hope. 6 For in Christ
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Jesus neither circumcision nor uncircumcision has any value. The only thing
that counts is faith expressing itself through love.
You were running a good race. Who cut in on you to keep you from obeying
the truth? 8 That kind of persuasion does not come from the one who calls
you. 9 “A little yeast works through the whole batch of dough.” 10 I am
confident in the Lord that you will take no other view. The one who is
throwing you into confusion, whoever that may be, will have to pay the
penalty. 11 Brothers and sisters, if I am still preaching circumcision, why am I
still being persecuted? In that case the offense of the cross has been
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abolished. 12 As for those agitators, I wish they would go the whole way and
emasculate themselves!

Life by the Spirit
You, my brothers and sisters, were called to be free. But do not use your
freedom to indulge the flesh[a]; rather, serve one another humbly in
love. 14 For the entire law is fulfilled in keeping this one command: “Love your
neighbor as yourself.”[b] 15 If you bite and devour each other, watch out or you
will be destroyed by each other.
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So I say, walk by the Spirit, and you will not gratify the desires of the
flesh.17 For the flesh desires what is contrary to the Spirit, and the Spirit what
is contrary to the flesh. They are in conflict with each other, so that you are
not to do whatever[c] you want. 18 But if you are led by the Spirit, you are not
under the law.
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The acts of the flesh are obvious: sexual immorality, impurity and
debauchery;20 idolatry and witchcraft; hatred, discord, jealousy, fits of rage,
selfish ambition, dissensions, factions 21 and envy; drunkenness, orgies, and
the like. I warn you, as I did before, that those who live like this will not
inherit the kingdom of God.
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But the fruit of the Spirit is love, joy, peace, forbearance, kindness,
goodness, faithfulness, 23 gentleness and self-control. Against such things
there is no law.24 Those who belong to Christ Jesus have crucified the
flesh with its passions and desires.
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7) -Colossians 1:11- Paul, an apostle of Christ Jesus by the will of God, and
Timothy our brother,2 To God’s holy people in Colossae, the faithful brothers
and sisters[a] in Christ: Grace and peace to you from God our Father.[b]

Thanksgiving and Prayer
We always thank God, the Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, when we pray for
you,4 because we have heard of your faith in Christ Jesus and of the love you
have for all God’s people— 5 the faith and love that spring from the
hope stored up for you in heaven and about which you have already heard in
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the true message of the gospel 6 that has come to you. In the same way, the
gospel is bearing fruit and growing throughout the whole world—just as it
has been doing among you since the day you heard it and truly understood
God’s grace. 7 You learned it from Epaphras, our dear fellow servant,[c] who is
a faithful minister of Christ on our[d]behalf, 8 and who also told us of your love
in the Spirit.
For this reason, since the day we heard about you, we have not stopped
praying for you. We continually ask God to fill you with the knowledge of his
will through all the wisdom and understanding that the Spirit gives,[e] 10 so
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that you may live a life worthy of the Lord and please him in every way:
bearing fruit in every good work, growing in the knowledge of God, 11 being
strengthened with all power according to his glorious might so that you may
have great endurance and patience, 12 and giving joyful thanks to the
Father, who has qualified you[f] to share in the inheritance of his holy people
in the kingdom of light.

8) -2 Corinthians 4:16-18 - Present Weakness and Resurrection Life
Therefore, since through God’s mercy we have this ministry, we do not lose
heart. 2 Rather, we have renounced secret and shameful ways; we do not use
deception, nor do we distort the word of God. On the contrary, by setting
forth the truth plainly we commend ourselves to everyone’s conscience in
the sight of God.3 And even if our gospel is veiled, it is veiled to those who
are perishing. 4 The god of this age has blinded the minds of unbelievers, so
that they cannot see the light of the gospel that displays the glory of
Christ, who is the image of God. 5 For what we preach is not ourselves, but
Jesus Christ as Lord, and ourselves as your servants for Jesus’ sake. 6 For
God, who said, “Let light shine out of darkness,”[a]made his light shine in our
hearts to give us the light of the knowledge of God’s glory displayed in the
face of Christ.
But we have this treasure in jars of clay to show that this all-surpassing
power is from God and not from us. 8 We are hard pressed on every side, but
not crushed; perplexed, but not in despair; 9 persecuted, but not
abandoned; struck down, but not destroyed. 10 We always carry around in our
body the death of Jesus, so that the life of Jesus may also be revealed in our
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body. 11 For we who are alive are always being given over to death for Jesus’
sake, so that his life may also be revealed in our mortal body. 12 So then,
death is at work in us, but life is at work in you.
It is written: “I believed; therefore I have spoken.”[b] Since we have that
same spirit of[c] faith, we also believe and therefore speak, 14 because we
know that the one who raised the Lord Jesus from the dead will also raise us
with Jesus and present us with you to himself. 15 All this is for your benefit,
so that the grace that is reaching more and more people may cause
thanksgiving to overflow to the glory of God.
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Therefore we do not lose heart. Though outwardly we are wasting away,
yet inwardly we are being renewed day by day. 17 For our light and
momentary troubles are achieving for us an eternal glory that far outweighs
them all. 18 So we fix our eyes not on what is seen, but on what is
unseen, since what is seen is temporary, but what is unseen is eternal.
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9) -Galatians 6:9- Doing

Good to All

Brothers and sisters, if someone is caught in a sin, you who live by the
Spirit should restore that person gently. But watch yourselves, or you also
may be tempted. 2 Carry each other’s burdens, and in this way you will fulfill
the law of Christ. 3 If anyone thinks they are something when they are not,
they deceive themselves. 4 Each one should test their own actions. Then they
can take pride in themselves alone, without comparing themselves to
someone else, 5 for each one should carry their own load. 6 Nevertheless, the
one who receives instruction in the word should share all good things with
their instructor.
Do not be deceived: God cannot be mocked. A man reaps what he
sows.8 Whoever sows to please their flesh, from the flesh will reap
destruction; whoever sows to please the Spirit, from the Spirit will reap
eternal life. 9 Let us not become weary in doing good, for at the proper time
we will reap a harvest if we do not give up. 10 Therefore, as we have
opportunity, let us do good to all people, especially to those who belong to
the family of believers.
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